Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

We acknowledge as the members of,

Ludlow Town Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

Yas'means that this authority:

-

. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year. and for the preparation of
the accounting slalemenis.

preparad ifs accounting staterments in accardance
with fhe Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2. We maintzined an adequate syslem of internal control
including measures designed lo prevent and detect fraud
and carruplion and reviewad its affectivanass.

made proper arrangements and accepted rasponsibilily
far safeguarding the public maney and resources in
its charge.

3. We fook all reasonable sleps to assure aurselves
that thera ara no matters of actual or potential
nan-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices thal could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of thiz authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

has anly done what it has the fegal power to do and has
cormplied with Propear Praclices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunily durng the year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulalions.

during the year gave all parsans interested the ocpportunily to
inspect and ask questions abow! this authanfy’s accounts.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate sleps o manage those
risks, including the intreduction of intarmal contrals and/or
exlarnal insurancea cover where required.

considered and documented the inancial and ofher risks if
faces and dealt with them proparly.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and conlrol syslems.

arranged for a competent person, indapendent of the financial
contrals and procedures, to give an objective vew on whethar
Internal confrols meel the neads of this smaller authority:

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reparts fram intermal and exiernal audit,

responded to malfers brought to its attention by infernal and
external audil,

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, evenls or transaclions, occurring eithar
during or after the year-and, have a financial impact an
Lhis authorily and, whare appropriata, have includad tham
in the accounting statements.

9, (Far local councils anly) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sola managing
lrusies we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund{sMassels, incleding
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit,

disclosed everything it should have aboul its business aclinfy
during the year including avants faking place after the year
and if relavant.

has mef all of ils responsibilities where as a body
corporale it is a sole managing trustee of a local trus!
ar irusis.

v

*For any statement to which the response is 'no’, an explanation must be published

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meeling of the authority on: approval was given;

23/06/2025 - Pt
G Adeiy

and recorded as minute reference;

FC’ /l 06 Clerk

Information required by the Transparency Code (nhof part of the Annual Governance Statement)

The authority website/webpage Is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has
been published.

www.ludlow.gov.uk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

Ludlow Town Council

Year ending
31 March 31 March

2025
r

Motes and qui

1. Balances brought Total balances and rasarves at the baginning of the year

farward 1,056,662 1,217,862| as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree lo
Bax 7 of pravious year.

2. (+) Precept or Ratas and Total amaount of precept {or for IDBs rates and lavies)
Levies 773,395 823,696/ received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

raceived.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipls as recorded in the cashbook less

361,727 304,896 the pracept or rales/levies received (line 2). Inchide any
granis recaived,

4, (=) Staff costs Total expenciture or payments made fo and on behalf

of all employesas, Include gross salares and wages,
574,894 604,020 employars NI conlributions, employers pansion
contribulions, graluities and severance payments,

5. (-) Loan interest/capital Total expenditure or paymenis of capilal and inferest
repayments 1,990 1,990| made during the year on the authority's borrowings {if ary).

&. (=) All other payments Total expendilure or paymenls as recorded in the cash-

397,038 364,739| book less slalf costs (line 4) and loan interast/capital
repayments {line &),

7. (=) Balances carried Tolal balances and reserves at the end of the year, Must
forward 1,217,862|  1,465,705| aqual (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Tolal value of cash and The sum of alf current and deposit bank accounls, cash
short term investments 1,223,582 1,464 ,045| holdings and short term Invesiments heid as at 31 March -

To agree with bank reconcilfation.

9, Total fixed assets plus The value of all the propery the authorily owns — it is made
long term investments 711,304 687,27 1| up of all ils fixed assels and long lerm invesiments as at
and assels 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

33,010 31,708 from third parties (including PWLB).
For Logal Councils Qnly
11a, Disclosure note re Trust funds The Council, as & body corporals, acls as sole frustes and
(including charitable) iz responsible for managing Trusl funds or assels.
11b. Disclosure nota re Trust funds The figures in the accounting statemanis above
{including charitable) excluda any Trus! transachions,

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 tha Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a recelpts and
payments or income and expenditure basis following the
guldance in Governance and Accountability for Smaller
Autharities — a Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and
present fairly the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responslible Financial Officar bafore being
presented to the authority for approval

GWMM' IREL

[&/:06 [ 2,028

Date

| confirm that these Accounting Statemeants were
approved by this authority on this date:

23[06] 2028

as recorded in minute reference:

R AT

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the
Accounting Statements were approved
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25

In respect of Ludlow Town Council - SH0110

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/quidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2024/25

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Please see below

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:
We are unable to complete our review work on the AGAR and supporting documentation as a result of correspondence received in
relation to 2024/25 and/or prior years. Once we have finalised our review and completed any additional work arising from that
correspondence, a final report will be provided with the certificate of completion detailing any qualifications and ‘other’ matters.

Our fee note for the limited assurance review will be issued when we certify completion.

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2025.

We do not certify completion because:

We have not been able to complete our review work in time to enable to smaller authority to publish the required documentation in line
with statutory requirements.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature .r//if K7 _,ff"-;_"__.},',_n,,_f’_ T8 Date 24/09/2025
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Final External Auditor Report and Certificate 2024/25 in respect of

Ludlow Town Council- SH0110

Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such
an audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full
statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance
and Accountability Returnin accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf
of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-
audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/.

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:
° summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and
e confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as
external auditors.

External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2024/25

On 23 September 2025, we issued a report detailing the results of our limited assurance review of Sections 1 and 2 of
this authority’s Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2025. We explained that we
were unable to certify completion of the review at that time. We are now in a position to certify completion of the
review.

The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return requires
amendments as follows:

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our
opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters
have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not
been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

We received challenge correspondence in relation to the 2024/25 AGAR which we considered before completing our work.
The authority will receive an invoice in relation to this additional work.

External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return,
and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 March
2025.

| KF Lak to '{-5‘1'“ v LU ;

PKF Littlejohn LLP

06/01/2026
PKF Littlejohn LLP
15 Westferry Circus,
Canary Wharf, London
PKF Littlejohn LLP, Chartered Accountants. A list of members’ names is available at the address below. PKF Littlejohn LLP E14 4HD
is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales No. OC342572. Registered office at 15 Westferry Circus,
London E14 4HD. PKF Littlejohn LLP is a member of PKF Global, the network of member firms of PKF International Limited, T: +44 (0)20 7516 2200

each of which is a separate and independent legal entity and does not accept any responsibility or liability for the actions or
inactions of any individual member or correspondent firm(s). www.pkf-l.com
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